


J i m B r o w n 
We report our interview with Jim 

his sailing and his yacht — Vivacious. S a i l o r m a i i o f t h e m o n t h 

H&RA: Jim, how did you become 
involved in yachting? 
BROWN: When Ann and I lived in 
Perth near the Swan River we started 
looking at yachts because we wanted 
something we could both have an 
interest in, and on moving to Mel­
bourne we bought our first yacht, a 20 
foot Trailer Sailer and got involved 
with the association and did some 
racing. I'll never forget our first night 
race, having never sailed in the night 
before, and never followed a compass 
course before, but we managed to 
follow all the white stern lights in front. 
H&RA: When did you first start 
ocean racing? 
BROWN: On moving to Sydney in 
1978 we ordered a new 31 foot yacht 
and after a few amateurish races in 
the harbour decided to have a go at 
ocean racing, after all, I was a mem­
ber of the premier ocean racing club in 
Australia the C.Y.C.A. and the Sydney 
Hobart Yacht race is something every 
yachtsman dreams about doing, even 
though our yacht was the smallest 
size eligible to compete. 
H&RA: I understand you place great 
emphasis on safety and crew compati­
bility? 
BROWN: Safety and crew compati­
bility is very important. I compare it to 
running our business, if people can't 
get on and enjoy what they're doing 
you are not going to be successful and 
when nine of you are living at sea, 
sharing food and bunks, helping one 
another, and to the extreme, your life 
could depend on your crew mate and 
there's nothing more valuable than 
life. We certainly don't have any space 
on our yacht for so called "heavies" or 
"Prima-Donnas", we'd rather some­
one with less experience but willing to 
have a go. 
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Sydney hireman Jim Brown, a man on the go . . . 
From his challenging position as New South Wales State 

Manager with Coates Hire Service, Jim turns to sailing for his 
relaxation. 

As a blue water sailor Jim matches his competitive spirit 
with the best of Australia's yachtsmen competing in such 
sailing classics as the Hitachi Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race. 



H&RA: In your first year of off shore 
racing I understand you were suc­
cessful in winning your division cham­
pionship. What do you put this down 
to? 
BROWN: We were successful in our 
first season of off shore racing be­
cause of various factors, probably the 
most important being the crew's atti­
tude which I have mentioned. We 
were willing to keep trying no matter 
how hard the going was. I can remem­
ber one two day race, where we had 
four of the six crew sick and it was that 
rough, most yachts in our class pulled 
out, but we battled on and won. We 
continued in this vein and till this day 
have never pulled out of a race no 
matter what. 

Of course in this half ton class the 
competition was much easier than the 
class we are now in so that helped, but 
I suppose we were the top "half 
tonner" because we were consistent 
and kept trying. 
H&RA: I understand Garry Butler 
sails with your crew, do you talk about 
hiring etc.? 
BROWN: Garry sails with us and has 
done right from the start. When it's the 
middle of the night and we are be­
calmed somewhere we usually sort 
out the whole hire industry, in our 
minds anyway. 
H&RA: What is your worst experi­
ence in ocean racing? 
BROWN: Probably our worst experi­
ence, not necessarily in ocean racing, 
but returning from our first Sydney 
Hobart race with Arthur and Val 
Hodge and Ann and I. Arthur had been 
our navigator in the race and Ann and 
Val joined us in Hobart for a leisurely 
cruise home. 

We had had a nice run up to 
Bicheno, which is a little fishing port on 
the east coast of Tasmania where we 
went in to top up with fuel before our 
run across Bass Strait. Whilst we were 
there tied up beside Jim Hardy and a 
few other larger boats, the "locals" 
told us that strong southerly winds 
would blow for the next few days 
ahead of strong northerlies, so we 
decided to head off straight to Eden 
about 400 miles away across the 
notorious Bass Strait. 

The southerly storm came and was 
very strong, about 40 knots and 
stayed for two days. Ann was that sick 
she didn't move off the bunk. We ate 
very little, Arthur and I shared the 
helming and for the first day we took 
two hours on, two hours off, with Val 
helping where she could, towards the 
end we couldn't keep going for two 
hours so it was one hour on and one 
off. 

"Beating to windward in 30 knots off the east coast of Tasmania — nearing 
Tasman light. No.3 headsail and one reef in main sail." 
Cover — "Vivacious, and the crew of nine prior to the start of the 1980 
Hitachi Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race photographed at the C.Y.C.A. Marina, 
Rushcutters Bay, Sydney." 
Left — "Entering the Derwent River with Spinnaker and Blooper flying — 
just passed the Iron Pot with Storm Bay in the background." 

The wind dropped right out about 20 
miles from Eden and we motored into 
Eden Harbour after about 52 hours 
non stop, practically no sleep, wet and 
cold. It was heaven just to stop. 

We had to give Ann credit because 
she still finished the trip to Sydney 
where we had a little more drama on 
the way, like being stuck on a sand bar 
in Batemans Bay. 

All the bad experiences seem to 

happen with Ann on board as the two 
of us and the dog got caught in a 
southerly buster coming from Pittwa-
ter to Sydney Harbour with winds over 
50 knots. 

We've had many other frightening 
experiences but never enough to 
frighten you away. 

The biggest single worry is some­
one going overboard in rough seas at 
night. 
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Jim Brown 
Hireman of the Month 

continued. 

H&RA: What made you go to a big­
ger boat? 
BROWN: When we had finished the 
first Sydney Hobart we got the urge to 
do this in a bigger boat. Ocean racing 
in a "half tonner" is hard work so I 
started looking and settled on a new 
Peter Cole design (same designer as 
old boat) 43 footer and after sadly 
disposing of the old boat, ordered the 
new, not realising at this stage this put 
us straight in amongst the pro's, the 
Admirals Cup contestants, the Jim 
Hardies, and Allan Bonds, the "Grand 
Prix" machines of ocean racing, but 
we're in it now and even though the 
competition is ten times as tough as 
before we're enjoying it, the big differ­
ence being, this boat leaves a bigger 
hole in the water for you to pour in 
more money. 
H&RA: What is the most exhilarating 
experience at sea? 

BROWN: Probably the most exhilar­
ating and hair raising experience is 
running down wind with everything up, 
spinnaker blooper etc. ropes every­
where the cockpit like a spaghetti 
factory, in the pitch black of night with 
the boat only just under control, 
there's 30/40 knots of breeze, and you 
crack a big wave, the bow digs under 
the wave in front and the log is 
heading towards 16 knots with the 
crew yelling encouragement, the adre­
nalin pumping and you've occasional­
ly got to check your pants. Sixteen 
knots in a yacht this size is something 
like doing 200 m.p.h. in a racing car. 
H&RA: Tell us about your first Hobart 
race. 
BROWN: Our first Sydney Hobart in 
1979 was an experience never to be 
forgotten. We had one crew man who 
had been once before, we were really 
novices when we look back at it. There 
were about 150 starters in a magnifi­
cent spinnaker start, and then a good 
run down and then when we finished 
the race in 45th place on handicap 
and came into Constitution Dock with 
seemingly thousands of people cheer­

ing and clapping, other yachtsmen 
yelling, tears flowing and the glow of 
sat isfact ion that you'd " D U N - A -
HOBART" . I don't think I'll ever experi­
ence anything like it again. 
Even last year 
in the new 
boat we came 
up the Der-
went River with I 
Red, Black 
and White 
Spinnaker and| 
Blooper set, 
two Police 
boat escorts, 
Maritime Ser­
vices Board 
boats, ferries 
and spectators 
throwing us 
up cans of 
beer, all spec­
tacular stuff, 
and we were 
the 26th to finish compared to about 
140th the year 'before, but it could 
never be the same as that first one, 
unless we win one of course. 

Crewman and 
Sydney Hire 
identity Garry 
Butler. 

' A U S T R A L I A N M A D E 

THE (AIRWAY FLAIL 
Model 18070. Australian 
designed and constructed 
for the world market. 
80 hardened, tempered 
steel flails make short work 
of anything from golf 
course fairways to tall grass 
embankments. Powerful 
7.5kW (10h.p.) engine, 5 
adaptable forward gears, 
1 reverse. 

Head Office and 
Rover Mowers 
(Aust.) Pty. L td . 
Eagle Farm, Bris 

Please call, write or phone: 
Rover Mowers (Aust.) 
Pty. Ltd. 

VIC. (03) 
NSW (02) 
TAS (003) 

543 3377 
642 0568 

31 2282 

Q'LD (07) 
SA (08) 
WA (09) 

268 2571 
45 9011 

361 6333 
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T h e y b r e a k r o a d s * n o t b o d e s 

The ZITEC 20 and 27 are as easy on the 
operator as they're tough on roads. 

The revolutionary design and construction of 
both road breakers is a direct result of 
CompAir'syearsofexperienceand research 
into what operators and owners want. 

TheZITEC20, atonly20kg (441b) packsallthe 
punch of heavier, morecumbersome rippers. 

TheZITEC 27 is a medium weight 28kg (621b) 
ideally suited to heavier work usually under­
taken by mechanised equipment, but where 
access may be restricted... cutting foundations 
in rock, thick asphalt cutting, breaking dense 
concrete of250mm (10") or more, heavy 
demolition work etc. 
Checkoutthe revolutionaryZITECSat 
CompAirnow. You'll beamazedatthe 
differencethey make. 

A Compflir 
COMPAIR (AUSTRALASIA) LTD. HEAD OFFICE 
34-40RickettsRd,Mt. Waverley.3149.Phone5441755 TelexAA31126 
VICTORIA 
49-55GeddesStreet. Mulgrave. 3170. Phone5611044 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
4 Harbord Street. Granville. 2142. Phone6378200 
105 ArgentStreet, Broken Hill.2880 Phone2677 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
DianaStreet.Woodville.5011 Phone2683166 
QUEENSLAND 
32 Flanders Street. Salisbury 4107. Phone275 2022 
9Ryan Road, Mt lsa.4825 Phone436649 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
221 Plain Street. East Perth. 6000 Phone3252099 
184 Dugan Street. Kalgoorhe, 64 30. Phone211588 

TASMANIA 
19Pearl Street. Moonah. Hobart. 7009. Phone722100 
Northern Territory Agent 
Universal Diesel & EnginePty Ltd, 16McMinnStreet. Darwin. NT. 5790. 
North Queensland Agents Combustion & Chemical Engineering Pty Ltd. 
127 Bowen Road. Townsville. Queensland, 4810. 
McGinns Engineering Supplies. 28 Wood Street, Mackay, Queensland, 4740. 
Wollongong Agent 
E.M.A 76SwanStreet.Wollongong2500. 

COMPAIR (N.Z.) LTD. 
698 Great South Road, Penrose. Auckland. P.O. Box 12-246 
Branches at Wellington and Christchurch. 

7115A 

Circle 16 on Reader Service Card. 

Hire & Rental Australasia 

http://DianaStreet.Woodville.5011


By Patti Combs 
Party Packaging & Products, Florida, U.S.A. 

NEW 
HORIZONS 

I J V 
PARTY HIRE 
In the United States, Party Rentals very thrilling area of growth. I highly 

are closely approaching #1 in Rental recommend you take a serious look 
Stores. I have seen this transition in into this. As our countries grow closer 
the past five years. Through economic together, I truly believe what will work 
difficulties Party Rentals have pulled in one country will work in another. I 
many stores in the U.S. back into a already observed this in Japan last 
profit making position. Party Hire is the year where they have a nice sampling 
"in thing" and can be as well in of party equipment to rent. I also 
Australia. observed a tremendous interest in the 

A survey was done recently by United Kingdom after a presentation I 
Taylor Rental Corporation, the largest made at Hirex in London in January, 

'•'rental franchise group in the U.S. They If you decide to add party equip-
found Party Rentals increasing any- ment to your present Hire, I recom-
where from 25% to 45% across the mend investing some money for dis-

jteountry. In my daily communication play purposes. This will immediately 
Nwith independent stores, I hear the let your customer know you have 
Same story. More and more people expanded into this area. Let's show 

isifltre looking into this fabulous busi- them that you are the Hire Store to 
• ness. furnish this equipment. This can easily 
ITyou are on a launching pad of a be done with effective display. It does 

ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR PARTY HIRE m 
^ C H A M P A G N E FOUNTAINS 
X O S T U M E S 
DECORATIVE ITEMS: Artificial Plants, Flowers, Trees 
DISCO: Juke box, Mirror balls, Spotlights, Strobes, Mood Lights 
D I S P O S A B L E S : Paper cloths, Napkins, Table Rolls, All style plastic glasses, 
plates, flatware, place mats, tablecovers 
G A R D E N N E E D S : Party karts, Beer taps, Patio lighting, Garden umbrellas, 
Barbecue grills, Candle lamps, Torches, Luau Hut, tent Canopies, Japanese 
Lanterns, Rolling Party Wagons 
G L A S S W A R E : Stemware, Punch Bowls, Beverage Ware, Bud Vases, China 
LINENS: Tablecloths, Napkins, Skirting, Overlays 
S E R V I N G W A R E : Chafing Dishes, Beverage Dispensers, Coffee makers & 
servers, Salad Bars, Wine Coolers, Lazy Susans, Stock Pots, Rangettes, Trays, 
Ladles, Spoons 
SILVER & H O L L O W A R E : Punch bowls, Trays, Chafing Dishes, Coffee Urns & 
Service, Flatware 
WEDDING LINE: Wedding Canopy, Candleabras, Arch, Aisle Runners, Can­
dles, Kneeling Benches, Lace Umbrellas, Wedding accessories 
A L S O : Tables, Chairs, Bars, Dance Floor, Screens, Stanchions, Lecterns, 
Loudspeakers, Audio Visual, rollaway beds, Baby equipment. 

not have to be large. If possible, put 
your display in front of your store so 
customers will have to pass by on their 
way to your counter. Set it apart from 
Tool Hire as best as you can. This can 
be done in simple ways such as: 

With Carpeting 
Screens or Dividers 
Shelf Units 
Stanchions 
The most important factor is to 

create an elegant atmosphere. 
If your Party Hire grows you might 

eventually want to move this part of 
your business into another room, and 
the ultimate, a separate division or 
building, a real "Party Hire Centre". 

Remember, some of the largest 
Rental Stores in the U.S. including 
heavy equipment are swinging into 
this fabulous Party Hire business. 

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING? 
Good return on money invested 
Easy, low cost maintenance 
Lower cost on employee salaries 
Low complaint factor 
IT'S DARN RIGHT F U N ! 

"POSSIBILITIES IN PARTY/ 
CATERING HIRE" 

Along with this is the development 
of the "One Stop Centre". This is the 
concept and idea of purchasing and 
renting all your party needs from one 
source. 

O N E call 
ONE order 
ONE delivery 
O N E collection or invoice 
This SAVES TIME and SAVES 

MONEY 

REASONS FOR SUCCESS OF 
PARTY HIRE: 
1. More people are becoming aware 

you can RENT beautiful well kept 
party equipment. 

2. More people are entertaining at 
home because of the high cost of 
gasoline and the high cost of going 
out. 

3. People today on the move and 
having fun just don't want to own 
party items. They are difficult to 
store and maintain. 

4. The disposable oriented society 
are buying more throw aways and 
at RENTAL STORES. They are 
now expecting to find these items 
at the rental store and doing the 
entire party in one stop. This is a 
very profitable part of your opera­
tion. Remember, with disposables 
they go out the door and you never 
see them again. Merchandise 
sales can be a large percentage of 
your party revenue. 
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0 HITACHI 
CIRCULAR SAWS 

Specifications 

Capacity: 
Blade External Dia. 
Blade Hole Dia. 

| 5 I Double Insulation 

an ideal rental tool 

Available from: 

PSP-9 
235 mm {9%") 

Code No. 
Washer (A) (B) Sat 

500360 

Builders Aids Pty Ltd. 

mm 
35 and 25 

Max. Cutting Depth 84 mm (3 ! 

Power Input: 1,750 W 
Power Output: 
No-Load Speed: 
Ful l -Load Speed: 
Overall Length: 
Weight: 

10 Manningham Road 
P. O. Box 136 Bulleen 3105 
Telephone (03)850 2316 

1,050 W 
3,900/min. 
3,000/min. 
393 mm (15>£") 
7.3 kg (16.1 lbs.) 

(Without Guide, Saw Flange, Side Handle) 
Standard Accessories: 

1 Combination Saw Blade, 2 Wrenches, 
1 Guide. 

HITACHI.PRECISION POWER. 

Circle 89 Reader Service Card 

V 
:lextool 

50 mm 212 Submersible Pump 
Flexible shaft drive 
Pumps mud, sludge, oil 
Totally self-priming 
Highly choke resistant 
No costly suction hose 
Designed and 
manufactured by 
Flextool (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 

Hire & Rental Australasia 

Circle 88 Reader Service Card 
Page 7 



W V R N I N G 
T o I n d u s t r i a l a n d C o m m e r c i a l U s e r s 

o f 415 V o l t a n d 2 5 0 V o l t R o u n d P i n 
C o r d E x t e n s i o n S o c k e t s a n d 

A p p l i a n c e I n l e t S o c k e t s 
( R e v e r s e P i n P l u g s a n d S o c k e t s ) 

Your attention is drawn to the following 
hazards which can arise during the use of the 
above accessories: 
1. It has been found that "Wilco" 415 V, 

30 amperes, 4 or 5 pin cord extension 
sockets (reverse pin plugs) Cat Nos: 
WIP430R, WIP530R, P430R and P530R 
may be incorrectly inserted into "Ring 
Grip" or "Rowco" appliance inlet sockets. 
Also "Wilco" 250 V, 30 arhperes, 3 pin 
cord extension sockets (reverse pin plugs) 
Cat Nos: WIP130R and P130R may be 
incorrectly inserted into "Ring Grip" 250 V, 
3 pin appliance inlet sockets. 

2. Some "Ring Grip" and "Rowco" reverse 
pin plugs can be incorrectly inserted into 
both "R ing Grip" and "Rowco" appliance 
inlet sockets with the locating key(s) and 
keyway(s) misaligned, using a degree of 
force. 

These incorrect insertions can create 
an electrically hazardous situation. 
"Wilco" cord extension sockets have been 
sold throughout Australia for approximately 
14 years and are completely satisfactory 
when used with matching "Wilco" appliance 
inlet sockets. "Ring Grip" and "Rowco" 
matching plugs and sockets are satisfactory 
if correctly inserted with the plug key(s) 
aligned with the inlet socket keyway(s). 
Immediate action is being taken by the 
manufacturers to co-ordinate designs to 
eliminate the problem which relates to the 
above accessories only and N O T to any other 
415 volt plugs or sockets. 
Unti l design changes can be effected, the 
above types of accessories have been 
withdrawn from sale. 
Persons using this type of 
accessory who desire further 
information are advised to 
contact the Supply Officer 
for each manufacturer 
in the respective State. 
L. J. Francis, 
Chief Electrical Inspector 
Victoria 

SEC 
of Victoria 

SEC 099/A 

For A Better Tomorrow 
Support HAA Today 

MANG JR2000 ROTARY HOE 
Every hire yard should have one! 

Mang is designed to provide high profit, 
because Mang requires low maintenance. 

Built for professional use, Mang will 
withstand amateur abuse. 

ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. 

A & N EQUIPMENT PTY. LTD. 
19 Manton Road, South Oak-
leigh 3167 
Telephone (03) 544 4066 

Circle 69 on Reader Service Card 

FUJICBRRV 
• Easy operation 
• Loads & unloads in seconds - Sand - Rocks 

Ready Mixed concrete etc. 

USED BY: 
CONTRACTORS, 
PLUMBERS, 
LANDSCAPE 
GARDENERS, 
COUNCILS, 
GOVT. DEPT. 

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR: 

POWERED MECHANICAL AIDS 
P.O. Box 524 , Frankston 3199 
Phone: (059)78-3211 
INTERSTATE DEALERS: 
NSW: METROTRACTOR SALES (02) 726-4396 
S.A.: KEITH PATTERSON (08) 44-8355 
TAS.: OUTOOOR POWER EQUIP (002) 28-5245 

OLD.: BILL HERAQHTY 208 4689 
W.A.: Dealer Required 
N.T.: Dealer Required 
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by courtesy of Witch Engineering. 

A guide to 
the operation of 

chain trenchers 
We are often asked by rental yard owners, for a simple 

layman's language guide to operating chain trenchers: 
While there are numerous brands of these machines, 
there are obvious similarities in the part that does the 
digging — the digging boom and chain. 

The following text may serve as a reference to rental 
yard operators, and make it easier for their staff and 
clients to operate the machine without damage. 

The operator's "How to use it". 

Because almost all walk beside or 
pedestrian trenchers have a fixed ratio 
digging chain speed, the chain can 
only be slowed down by dropping the 
engine speed (cutting back on the 
throttle.) This reduces the trencher's 
output — it will not dig as fast. Why 
reduce the throttle? (Engine 
speed.) 

Normally, the digging chain need 
only be run slowly in filled or 
"broken" ground. In these condi­
tions shock loads, caused by tren­
ching into obstructions, can break 
parts or/any trencher. To protect the 
trencher from this type of abuse the 
engine should be throttled back to a 
point where it will dig but will stall the 
engine when an immovable rock, or 
pipe, or whatever, is hit. 

These trenchers are powered by 
engines of about 3000 to 3600 rpm. 
This speed is geared down to around 
250 rpm at the digging chain driving 
shaft. 

When a trencher hits a tough spot 
— it tries to keep on going. As the 
teeth hit a snag, the teeth actually try 
to pull the trencher in reverse. But the 
trencher has been set to go forward. It 
can't pull itself apart — it will try to. 

The following events should 
occur. 
1. The snag is struck. 
2. The trencher is pulled backwards 

by its own digging chain (the chain 
usually has more power than the 
travel gear). 

3. The unit bounces as the tyres try 
to, but can't, grip. 

4. Hopefully the chain stops: and if 
the drive belts don't slip (they 
usually don't) — the engine cuts 
out. 

If the operator is alert — knows 
what is going on — is standing right 
by the machine — only event No.1 
should happen. As soon as the snag is 
struck — he releases the drive by 
whatever device is fitted to the 
trencher to accomplish this. Most units 
have a clutch or belt pulley lever to 
"cut the drive". Once the digging chain 
drive is stopped, the travel should be 
stopped using whatever device is 
fitted. 

It then remains for the operator to 
raise the boom and see what it's all 
about. 

Mostly he'll move on a foot or two 
and start trenching again. 

In good digging conditions — it's 
so easy. Having set the machine in 
position to dig:-
1. Ensure all controls are in neutral 

(drives disengaged). Start the en­
gine. 

2. At about 1/2 throttle to % throttle, 
set the machine into its slowest 
forward travel speed. 

3. Engage the digging chain drive 
and slowly lower the boom into the 
ground to required depth. 

4. Increase the throttle to full setting. 
5. Increase the travel speed until the 

engine labours — back-off the 
travel speed slowly until the en­
gine speeds up and runs without 
labouring. 

6. You are now getting the best pro­
duction the machine can give — 
stand by in case you need to 
adjust or stop. 

FUNDAMENTALS 
A chain trencher is simply a 

mobile carriage which drives a chain 
around a boom containing a driven 
sprocket. This digging device (boom) 
is lowered into the ground (while 
moving at about 300 revolutions per 
minute). The teeth cut the earth while 
also conveying the cut earth to the 
surface. An auger moves the dirt away 
from the trench. 
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So that the unit continues to dig and 
produce a trench, the machine moves 
along at a speed which is largely 
dictated by the ground conditions. 

The method of providing this travel 
movement varies with different manu­
facturers. Some move by application 
of manpower — physically "pulling" 
the unit. Others have mechanical sys­
tems of gears with selected speeds. 
Finally there are machines which have 
"Stepless" hydraulic travel mechan­
isms. Since they all "travel" our com­
ments are aimed at the excavating or 
"digging" function. 

The correct speed at which a 
trencher will give acceptable perform­
ance to hirer as well as owner is that 
speed where breakdown and damage 
does not happen — or rarely happens. 

The rental yard wants hours — 
that's money 

The hirer wants production — that's 
money 

Between the two — there is an 
acceptable compromise, because the 
rental yard doesn't need repair bills — 
that's money 

The hirer doesn't need break downs 
— that's money 

Many trenchers are built down in 
price and weight and down in rugged-
ness — we therefore note the import­
ance of correctly instructing. 

PRACTICAL HINTS 
(a) The trencher will perform most 

comfortably with the boom at 
around 45° to 60° digging angle. 

(b) The machine will "throw back" 
less spoil at 30° than at 45° Angle 
— because the throw-back will 
partially be "re-worked" by the 
digging chain. 

(c) Once a digging tooth is worn % of 
an inch back from the point, effi­
ciency drops considerably. The 
tooth should be replaced. 

(d) Worn teeth can be rebuilt if wear is 
caught early enough. A copper or 
carbon backing material will sim­
plify the build up. Use a tungsten 
carbide hardfacing and try to 
shape the tooth close to its origin­
al point. 

(e) It's best to reclaim the teeth while 
still on the chain — you'll save the 

W WENCO 
M O D E L 4 8 H 

TRENCHER 
l o ck -nu t s and labour t ime. 
Obviously a spare chain is handy 
so the reclaiming can be done 
without putting the unit out of 
service. 

(f) When chain and sprockets are 
badly worn, wear them right out. 

(g) Don't put new chain on worn 
sprockets, or vice versa. 

(h) There is no need to lubricate the 
digging chain unless it will be idle 
for several weeks. Then a liberal 
dose of oil at the rollers will keep it 
in good condition. 

FINALLY 
It is possible to procure pedestrian 

machines that:-
1. Have variable digging chain 

speeds — without slowing the 
engine. 

2. Have stepless hydraulic travel in­
stead of mechanical. 

7W 
BIG JOHNS 

HIRE YARD 
•SHEDS -SCAFFOLDING 
•LADDERS -WELDING 
•DRILLS -TRUQ 
iTOOLS 

0 a o oo o o o o QOOOOOQO 
0 1 l 0 

o 
6 
0 
o 

UNCLE MARK'S 
HIRE YARD 

JOIN M A R K N O W 
PHONE SCISSOR LIFTS (AUST) Pty Ltd 
(02)6382477-638 4733 

LM/SL/UM1 
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FsTiTl 
A division of The ANI Corporation Limited (Inc. in N.S.W.) 

.. .the most advanced'pedestrian' 
operated edge roller. Here's a new 710 mm 
vibrating edge roller that gives dynamic compaction, 
good balance and smooth directional changes, ft 
It's got everything you've ever needed for I*. 
superior results with less operator fatigue. 
Features include: 
• SMOOTH TRANSMISSION 
Hydrostatic drive coupled 
with fingertip controls. 
• BETTER 
COMPACTION 
Infinitely variable 
speed coupled to 
higher centrifugal force. 

• BETTER B A L A N C E 
Underslung counter­
weights reduce kick 
and operator fatigue. 

• LOWEST 
MAINTENANCE C O S T S 
Simplified transmission 
and vibrator drive; 
Sealed bearings. 

• Australia-wide Service and spare 
parts from any A.N.I. Perkins Branch: 
NSW: 16 Parramatta Road, 
Lidcombe, NSW, 2141. 
Telephone 648 4088. 

VIC: 241 Browns Road, Noble Park, Vic, 3174. 
Telephone 795 5111 
Q'LAND: Cnr. Ipswich & Grindle Roads, Rocklea, Qld, 4106. 
Telephone 275 1766 
S.A.: 34 Dunorlan Road, Edwardstown, SA, 5039. 
Telephone 277 2322 
W.A.: 161-163 Great Eastern Highway, Belmont, WA, 6104. 
Telephone 277 4888 

Hire & Rental Australasia 
Circle 20 on Reader Service Card. 
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S P E C I F I C A T I O N S 
XLB-1651 XlR-2400 

Minimum and maximum platform height 1 3 - 1 5 

Working Height 
Platform Size * * 
Base width and length ™ * 3 9 

Caoacitv 4 0 0 L b s 

W e , Q h ,

c o n e 1? von 
Power Source (included) 

6' 7" 2 4 0 " 
30" 
26" x 26" 
30"W x 60"L 
400 lbs 
825 Lbs. 
One 12 volt 
Battery w/charger 

EZYREACH WORK 
PLATFORMS 

1076 Dandenong Road, Carnegie. 3163. 
Telephone: (03) 211 6729 (03) 211 9488 

Briefly... 
How to draw a 'safe' cheque 

The fact that a cheque 
may be unsafe is a by­
product of its characteristic 
of transferability, i.e. the 
payee need not necessarily 
cash it himself but may 
transfer it to a third person. 
The safe cheque is there­
fore the one which cannot 
be transferred. But the "Not 
Negotiable" crossing does 
not achieve this — a fact 
which the public generally 
may not appreciate since it 
requires some familiarity 
with the relevant law which 
draws this distinction be­
tween negotiability and 
transferability. 

How to draw the safe, 
non-transferable cheque? 
Riley (Bills of Exchange 
in Australia, 1964, p.57) 
puts it this way: 
It is interesting to note that 

an uncrossed cheque 
drawn in the form "Pay 
A only" would ensure 
m a x i m u m sa fe t y to 
drawer and payee. If it 

were presented for pay­
ment over the counter, 
the paying banker could 
safely pay only if he 
were satisfied that the 
person presenting it was 
in fact A; if it were pre­
sented by another bank­
er, he (and no doubt the 
paying banker also) 
would have to see that 
he collected it only for A. 
Sections 65, 86 and 88 
(of the Bills of Exchange 
Act) would not be applic­
able for the protection of 
the bankers. Such an 
instrument is practically 
unknown, probably be­
cause the general public 
a re u n a w a r e of its 
advantages to them and 
bankers are for obvious 
reasons unlikely to do 
anything to enlighten 
them. 

H. K. SIKKEMA (Lectur­
er in Law, School of Busi­
ness, Caulfield Institute of 
Technology). 

Do you recognize this man? 
Anyone knowing the name and present address of 
this man please contact Brian Elms (03) 850 2316. 
Victorian Drivers Licence No. 2030071 Date of birth 27-10-51 was 
presented as identification when he hired a Champion welder and 
Hitachi angle grinder from Heidelberg Hire Service. 

Page 12 
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KALEIDOSCOPE 
by Peter Lawrence 

If you are observant you must have 
noticed the various range of colours 
that are in use in some of the hire 
yards on the equipment and surround­
ing buildings. They immediately iden­
tify the operation without looking at the 
name of the people concerned with 
running it. 

Some of the colours chosen are 
garish while others have been chosen 
with informative care. They can vary 
from a raging red to a shocking pink 
and the colours need not range in the 
reds only. They go right through the 
spectrum of all the colours of the 
rainbow. One wonders how they were 
selected. 

Some operators no doubt when 
starting up their hire operation decide 
to pick a colour that nobody else has 
in use (he has had a look around) and 
the main thought in his mind is if 
somebody nicks off with a piece of his 
gear he has got it smothered with that 
special brew of paint. This he has 
made up from ten old cans of paint he 
has found in his garage, and when all 
are mixed together gives a colourful 
mess that is hard to duplicate. 

Not content with that the same paint 
ends up on the walls of all his build­
ings in and around the yard area and 
on all his vehicles. 

Now he has his colour identity and 
the customers on entering that 
blushing palace of varieties might 
even find a pink pussy cat behind the 
counter waiting to serve them with a 
red belt sander. 

Some yard operators are lucky, and 
if their names are Mr. Black and Mr. 
Green their problem is solved, they 
have an instant colour scheme. But 
should their names be black and blue 
they may have to think about it. 

Colour schemes should start with 
the building, as a well designed build­
ing stands out and the paint job 
complements it. The building should 
also blend in naturally with your sur­
roundings. The vehicles could also be 
painted in these colours as they too 
would complement the area where 
they are parked in the vicinity of the 
building. 

As far as tools and equipment are 
concerned a good engraving tool will 
do a far better job. It is also tidier, and 
harder to remove. After all the manu­
facturers have already spent a large 
sum of money on the colour scheme 
of their equipment to make it as 
attractive as possible when sitting in 
your yard or on your shelves. If some­
body is going to nick your gear the 
paint won't stop them. 

Of course if you really want to get 
everybody to notice your building you 
could set fire to it. This would solve all 
your problems as you would draw the 
largest crowd possible, and you would 
not have to worry about a colour 
scheme. But if you do think of a good 
colour scheme I am sure you will find 
that pot of gold at the end of your 
rainbow. 

Party 
INTERESTED TO PURCHASE 

Established Hire Business 

Melbourne area. 
- TEL: (03) 509 1991 -

STOP 
Don't buy 
Hammer 
Drill Bits 
before 

you check 
our prices 

(Both A nd K tapers) 

Builders Aids Pty. Ltd. 
P.O. Box 136, Bulleen 3105 
Telephone (03) 850 2316 

Circle 67 Reader Service Card 

S e e y o u 

a t S u r f e r s ! 

11th INTERNATIONAL 

HIRE CONVENTION AND 

EQUIPMENT EXHIBITION 

CHEVRON PARADISE HOTEL 

SURFERS PARADISE 

AUSTRALIA 

31st AUGUST TO 3rd SEPTEMBER, 

1982. 

Circle 131 on Reader Service Card 
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• MANUFACTURERS 
• DISTRIBUTORS 
• CONSULTANTS 

SPECIALISING IN ABRASIVES 
FOR THE STONE TRADE. 

F L O O R G R I N D I N G 

B L O C K S 

WEDGE BLOCK 

ABRASIVES FOR 
• GRANITE • C O N C R E T E 

• MARBLE • T E R R A Z Z O 

AUSTRALIA 

457A High Street, Kew, Vic. 3101 Australia 
Telephone: 861 7139, 861 6437 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 82, Kew 
Cables: MITCOAUST (Melb.) 

Circle 79 Reader Service Card 

THE 
S. H. LOCK 
GROUP - Est. 1889 

TRADE FINANCIERS 

• LEASING FINANCE 

• INSURANCE BROKING 

SYDNEY 
Anchor House, 
Cnr. George & Bridge Sts. 
Tel.: 241 1781 

MELBOURNE 
44 Market Street, 
Tel.: 62 1874 

PERTH 
109 St. George's Terrace 
Tel.: 321 6266 

BRISBANE 
99 Creek Street 
Tel.: 221 9727 

Circle 88 on Reader Service Card 
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Manufacturers 
News 

Access Equipment by Mark-
lift 

Scissor Lifts (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., Distri­
butors in Australia for the Mark Indus­
tries' range of Scissor lifts and booms, 
has recently delivered a 42 foot (12.7 
metres) Boom to Australian News 
Print Mills in Albury. The unit was fitted 
with the options of rotating basket and 
dual fuel (petrol or LPG). A spokes­
man for Scissor Lifts stated, "Austra­
lian News Print Mills had a reach 
problem. Their factory is enormous 
and the equipment employed is sub­
stantial, therefore it requires constant 
maintenance. A Boom is the only way 
their Maintenance Department can 
quickly and safely reach the heights 
required". 

For further information contact Scis­
sor Lifts (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., 283 Victoria 
Road, Rydalmere, Phone 638 4733 or 
Circle 10 on Reader Service Card. 

A quick start . . . every time 
A well-serviced and maintained 

lawnmower will nearly always start 
faultlessly when required. 

However, with many engines, to 
keep your mower starting this way 
requires periodic maintenance, espe­
cially to the breaker points. 

One Australian company, Rover, 
now offers a mower engine that com­
pletely eliminates the moving parts 
normally associated with a starting 
system. 

In doing so, the company claims 
that up to 60 per cent of ignition 
troubles normally associated with con­
ventional mowers are eliminated. 

This new single unit solid state 
ignition system has been a tried and 
tested component of the Tecumseh 
4-stroke engines for 10 years in the 
United States and other parts of the 
world. 

Conventional starting systems on 
lawn mowers usually comprise a con-
densor, breaker points and coil. 

Rover's new solid state ignition sys­
tem replaces all three of these moving 
parts, resulting in a faster, more reli­
able start. The elimination of moving 
parts from the system means that 
servicing is minimised and the working 
life of the mower is extended. 

Tecumseh engines also feature an 
improved vertical pull recoil starter 
which reduces pulling effort by nearly 
50 per cent. 

For further information circle 14 
on Reader Service Card. 
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H I R E SERVICES A S S O C I A T I O N 

N E W Z E A L A N D 

C O N V E N T I O N 
JUNE, 1982. 

w r For all information contact: 

' GEM TOURS & T R A V E L SERVICE 

vs. North Croydon Shopping Plaza, 3136. 

Telephone: (03) 726 0444 

Circle 71 Reader Service Card 

The world's smallest! 
The smallest motor-cycle in the 
world has been built by a Stihl 
employee at the main factory in 
Waibligen, West Germany. 

It measures 40 cm long by 25 cm 
high, and is driven by a Stihl FS60 
motor of 0.9 h.p. 

It can be ridden, and has a top 
speed of about 13 km an hour. 
The fuel tank holds about %-litre, 
giving around half an hour's 
driving. 

The drive is by chain over a 
centrifugal clutch to the rear 
wheel, and the little machine has 

enough power to climb a 15 
percent incline. 

Its builder, Andre Wachter, who 
took two months, working five 
hours a day to complete the task, 
believes that even smaller scale 
model motor-cycles can be built 
and plans to form a club to this 
end. 

Linbide Tungsten Carbide Trenching Heads 

with indexable knives 
will suit Makita, B & D and 
Hitachi Power Saws 

Diameter Cut 
150mm 35-52mm 
200mm 35-52mm 
280mm 35-52mm 

Available from: 
Builders Aids Pty. Ltd. 
P.O. Box 136 Bulleen 3105 
Telephone (03) 850 2316 

The Hire Association of Australia 
60-62 York Street, Sydney, 2000 
President: Ron Williams (03) 211 9488 
Secretary: Rolf Schufft (02) 290 0700 
Hire Services Association of New 
Zealand 
P.O. Box 2126, Christchurch 
President: Peter Lawrence (09) 69 9740 
Secretary: Jim Roberts (03) 69 741 

REGION 2 
The Hire Association of N.S.W. 
P.O. Box 129, Beecroft, 2119 
President: Garry Butler (02) 546 1696 
Executive Director: Denise Layton (02) 
848 9817 

REGION 3 
Victorian Hire and Rental Association 
185 Eastern Road, South Melbourne, 

3205 
President: Brian Elms (03) 850 2316 
Secretary: Sydney Moody (03) 699 1022 

REGION 4 
The Hire Association of Queensland 
CI- Jonker's Hire Service, 
110 Brisbane Road, Booval 4304 
President: Bob Lawler (07) 356 9011 
Secretary: John Jonker (07) 202 1277 

REGION 5 
The Hire Association of S.A. 
27 Hill Street, Sea Cliff Park, 5049 
President: Neil Hallett (085) 255 2741 
Secretary: Mrs N. Hudson (08) 296 1001 

REGION 6 
The Hire Association of W.A. 
CI- Skipper Mayday Machinery Ltd., 
Great Eastern Highway, Redcliffe, 
6104 
President: Ken Sims (09) 277 4144 
Secretary: Des Brealey (09) 277 1944 

Published by: 
RENTAL INDUSTRY PUBLICATIONS 
10 Manningham Road, 
Bulleen, 3105, Australia. 
Telephone: (03) 850 5878 
All advertising bookings and corres­
pondence should be directed to: 
Brian Elms, C/-Box 136, 
Bulleen, 3105, Australia. 
EDITORIAL: 
Editorial information is welcome and 
should reach us by the 15th of the month 
preceding the month of publication. 
ADVERTISING: 
Advertising copy, bromides, trans­
parencies or color separation should 
reach us no later than the 10th of the 
month preceding the month of publi­
cation 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
Australia: $15.00 for 11 issues 
Overseas: 

Seamail: $A 15.00 for 11 issues 
Airmail: SA30.00 for 11 issues 

Hire & Rental Australasia 
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what more can we win 
but your 

approval 

PRINCE PHILIP PRIZE 
FOR AUSTRALIAN 
DESIGN 1981 

AUSTRALIAN 
STEEL AWARD 
SPECIAL CITATION 
FOR EXCELLENCE 
1981 

When you are ready for the most efficient, economical 
and safe vibrating rollers available in Australia today — 
you will find yourself in some very good company . . . 

P E O P L E L I K E : 
A Active Hire Centres 
B Brambles Ltd. 
C Citra Constructions Ltd. 
D Department of Main Roads, N.S.W. 
E Etc 

I M P R E S S E D ? SO A R E T H E Y ! 

5 LUCCA ROAD, NORTH WYONG INDUSTRIAL ESTATE WYONG N.S.W. 2259 
BOX 294, WYONG. PHONE WYONG (043) 52 2144 Telex AA 23260 

PTY. 
LTD. 



BUSINESS REPLY POST 
(Permit No.7 Issued at BULLEEN) 

No 
Postage Stamp 

required 
if posted in 
Australia 

Postage and fee will be paid on delivery to: 

HIRE & RENTAL AUSTRALASIA 

POST OFFICE BOX 136, 

BULLEEN, 3105. 

AUSTRALIA. 



R e a d e r S e r v i c e I n f o r m a t i o n 
Circle the number for advertised products for which you wish more information. 
Fill in your name and address, and drop in the mail. No postage necessary. 
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